TRACKDAY BRIEFING PACK
BRANDS HATCH, Friday 3rd Dec 2010
BEFORE THE DAY
Your Car

Track day preparation is very important. You will be driving your car harder and faster for much longer on a track day than you would be able to on public roads. With that in mind you should make sure that your car is working properly and all set up for the extra strains it will be put under. You will be revving higher, driving quicker and braking much harder continuously and the last thing you want is there to be any problems that could affect your enjoyment of the day or even cut the day short.
It is worth checking your car over fully a week before you plan on going on your track day, this gives you time to sort out any problems that may spot. Things to check are the tyres, brakes, oil and water. Make sure you have plenty of wear left on your brake pads and your tyres have at least 3mm of tread. If you plan to do occasional trackdays it could be worth investing in some pads designed for this purpose (but still suitable for normal road use), which will perform better at the higher temperatures generated by constant heavy braking. If you do change your pads before the trackday, ensure you bed them in properly and put about 200 miles on them before the day.
Remember the noise limit for Brands Hatch is 105dB. Details of how this is measured can be found here http://www.clubmsv.co.uk/car-trackday-noise-limits.aspx. Your car’s noise level WILL be measured at the start of the day and you will NOT be allowed on circuit unless your car passes the test. A windscreen sticker will be applied to your windscreen to confirm your exhaust has passed the test. If you think your exhaust is marginal, you can take it to any of the MotorSportVision managed tracks around the country prior to our trackday to get it checked. Just phone the appropriate circuit to arrange this. Standard RX-8 exhausts, and all popular cat-backs will have no problem with the noise regulations.
Insurance

No road insurance policy will cover your car for a trackday. You could risk having no cover, or try one of the specialist trackday insurers. Cost for the day will be between £50-£150, depending on the level of cover and value of the car. Expect a heavy excess. Insurance companies that provide specialist cover include: Richard Egger Insurance Services (REIS), Moris and Motorsport Insurance Services (MIS).
Clothing

Clothing which covers the arms and legs will be required. If you have a helmet, anything in good condition should be OK. Remember, it’s your head inside it, so if the helmet’s been dropped, or is damaged in any way, don’t risk it. Helmets will be available for hire on the day for just £10.
Legal Stuff
Make sure you’ve read this (it’s last year’s, but gives you some idea of what to expect);

http://www.clubmsv.co.uk/car-trackday-regulations.aspx
You’ll be asked to sign a disclaimer during the signing on process at the start of the day.
BEFORE YOU LEAVE HOME
Take some engine coolant, oil, tyre pressure gauge, compressor for pumping up your tyres, and maybe a basic toolkit.
MAKE SURE YOU TAKE YOUR DRIVING LICENSE! BOTH PARTS IF YOU HAVE THEM
ON THE DAY ITSELF
Provisional timetable

07.30 Arrival and signing on

08.30 Safety briefing

09.00 Tracktime starts (pace laps)
09.30 Track opens
12.30 Lunch (snacks available throughout the day near the control tower. Full lunch menu in the Octagon Restaurant)
13.30 Track time restarts

16.00 Tracktime finishes
Entry to the pit garages is either via a tunnel under the end of the main pit straight or, if the track is closed (early, lunchtime and end of day) across the track at the end of the pit straight.

You will need to show your driving license this when signing on (office under the control tower). This is also the time when you can hire a helmet if you need one. If you have pre-paid tuition then this is the time to book your tuition slot. Even if you haven’t pre-paid, if there are still slots avialable you can pay on the day (£25 for about 20 minutes). During the 7.30-8.30 slot you will also need to get your exhaust checked for compliance with the 105dB limit. No pass=no sticker=NO TRACKDAY. 

So, we have a potential of SIX hours on track, some of which will be taken up by “sighting laps” behind a pace car at the start. Some time will inevitably be lost if (when!) a car has a breakdown or wanders off the circuit and recovery is needed. Let’s make sure it’s none of us!

Make sure you have plenty of petrol when you arrive. (RX-8’s) - Expect 9-12mpg whilst on track. We’ll all probably need to refuel during the lunch break! Remember the RX-8 fuel pickup can get tricky on long right-handers with less than a quarter tank of fuel.
Checklist BEFORE you go on track;

· Check oil level

· Check coolant level

· Check tyre pressures

· Check wheel nut torque

· Check brake pad wear

· Remove anything loose from the boot and passenger compartment

· Attach towing eye front and rear

· If your insurance policy requires it, take photos of your car from all sides

During the day;

· Check oil level

· Check coolant level

· Check tyre pressures (they will rise significantly, you may need to let air out)

· Check wheel nut torque

· Check brake pad wear

· Check fuel level
·  (RX-8's) Do not switch off DSC unless you are SUPREMELY confident. 
Take it easy until tyres are warmed up and until you are familiar with the circuit. 
Do not be tempted to do too many consecutive laps. About 10-15 minutes should be about right. By then your tyres, brakes and engine will all need cooling down. Beware you may experience brake fade if you stay out too long, and your road tyres will literally start to melt.  Do a "cooling down lap" before coming back into the pits (light braking, easy cornering, get some air across the brakes). 
Come in and let everything cool down - do NOT apply hand brake, and open the bonnet.


Above all – relax and have fun!
DIRECTIONS
Getting There
Brands Hatch Circuit
Fawkham,
Longfield,
Kent DA3 8NG
Tel: 01474 872331
Fax: 01474 874766 
	Forum Name
	Name
	Car

	Casey 
	Malcolm Case
	RX-8 Titanium Grey 

	CrissyUK
	Christina Alciati
	Scooby

	Madder
	Tom Moore
	RX-8 Black PZ

	Arnie_O 
	Aston Osbourn
	RX-8 Velocity Red 

	HypoThermia 
	Ian Jeffries
	RX-8 Aurora Blue R3

	Zarterone
	Paul Carter
	Renault Megane

	Clive
	Clive Haynsford
	RX-8 Yellow 

	Harrizone
	Ray Harrison
	RX-8 Winning Blue

	GreySiver Beast
	Nigel Tietjen
	RX-8 Titanium Grey 

	Greg Radley
	Greg Radley
	RX-7

	Sicknote 
	Dave Thomson
	RX-7 Lime Green 

	Naz
	Nazeef Siddiqui
	RX-8 Titanium Grey

	LennyCarloff
	James Metcalf
	RX-7 FC Silver

	Ian.Mothersole
	Ian Mothersole
	RX-8 Velocity Red 

	Tommo_RH9
	Tom Brewster
	RX-7 FD3S

	Stewartm
	Stuart Middleton
	RX-8 Winning Blue


PROVISIONAL ATTENDEE LIST (as at 23 Nov 2010)
THE CIRCUIT
Circuit History

First used for grass track bike racing in 1926, Brands Hatch is a firm fans' favourite and has been the scene of some momentous occasions in motor racing history - from Ayrton Senna's first ever car victory and Nigel Mansell's first Grand Prix win, to the first-ever British Touring Car race.

The likes of Stirling Moss, Jim Clark and Emerson Fittipaldi are among the many drivers to have raced and won at Brands Hatch over the years and the circuit is as popular today as anytime in its illustrious past. This was emphasised by a crowd of 30,000 people flocking to the final round of the British Touring Car Championship in 2009.

Track Description

[image: image1.jpg]o Brands Hatch Indy

Clearways

Mclaren

Hailwood] ‘Clarke
Curve

Cooper Straight

Paddeck

Hill Brabham Straight



 

Length:  1.2  miles

Direction:  Clockwise

Corners:  6
